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KHAKI WEED (Alternanthera pugens H.B.K.)—1, Clusters of flowers; 2, Part
of flower, two outer perianth-lobes removed; 3, A single flower with bracts
removed; 4, Fruit, enclosing a single seed.
From "The Weeds of New South Wales."
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KHAKI WEED
(Alternanthera

pungens

H.B.K.)

A NEW NOXIOUS WEED RECORDED AT BUNBURY
»^»»»^^^»^^^ ^ * ^ » ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ » ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ » ^ » ^ ^ ^ » ^ ^ ^ ^ » ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ » ^ » » ^ f c » ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ » ^ ^ ^ ^ ^
j T H A K I Weed (Alternanthera pungens H.B.K.) a noxious weed carrying spiny burr-like fruits
has been discovered at Bunbury. This is the first time that the weed has been recorded in
Western Australia although it is common in some parts of the Eastern States. A specimen of the
plant was forwarded to the State Herbarium by Mr. J. N. Hutchinson, a Weed Control Officer
who is stationed in the Bunbury district.
The species is native to South America but is
naturalised in several countries, including South
Africa and the Eastern States of Australia. I t
was probably introduced into Australia from
South Africa during or after the Boer War and
has now assumed the role of a pest of agricultural land particularly in New South Wales.
The name Khaki Weed originated in the Transvaal, where the plant was reputedly introduced
into the country in Australian forage during the
Boer War and its spread supposedly followed
"the khaki-clad host". In actual fact, however,
it was probably firmly established in South
Africa long before the war broke out.
DESCRIPTION
It is a perennial or sometimes annual plant,
usually of a creeping habit, rooting a t each joint,
the stems much branched, and more or less
covered with hairs. Individual plants are capable of covering an area of several square feet.
The leaves are oval in outline or somewhat
rounded, and usually light green, tending to ashy
in colour, smooth on the surface or with only
a few scattered hairs. The flowers, like those of
its close relatives, the Amaranths, are inconspicuous and borne in crowded heads in the
axils of the leaves. The floral perianth segments
are 5 in number, white or straw coloured, papery
in texture, and differ from one another very
much in size and shape. The two outer segments
are rigidly spinescent, and remain as the outer
covering of the mature seed, forming a burr-like
structure.
The prostrate, stem-rooting habit of the plant
produces a thick mat-like cover over the ground,
and tends to smother annual species, while the
spines of the burr-like fruits, which are produced in great abundance, assist greatly in the
spread of the plant. These two attributes, together with the fact t h a t it is entirely useless
as a fodder species, make khaki weed an undesirable addition to the flora of this State. I t
is in fact a plant without any redeeming feature, and as such should be destroyed wherever
located.
Experience in the Eastern States has been
that the plant has escaped attention due to its
creeping habit, and often becomes firmly established around sheds and yards, in recreation
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areas and in waste places. From these localities it is readily carried on to arable or pasture
land, on motor tyres or by human or animal
agency. It is important to destroy the plant in
these places as well as in the paddock. At the
present time the plant is not known to occur
in this State outside the limits of the Bunbury
townsite.
CONTROL
Recommendations for its control made by the
New South Wales Department of Agriculture are
mainly mechanical. Where the plants are established thickly over an area, systematic hoeing
and burning is stated to be the most economical
method of control, but it is necessary to cut the
plants well below ground level. Individual plants
should also be hoed out and burned. It is important to rake up the plants and destroy them
completely rather than leave pieces lying on
the ground, since the plant's capacity for rooting
at the nodes makes it very likely that the cut
pieces may strike again and continue growing.
On arable land the plants are readily destroyed
by the normal cultural practices associated with
cereal crops, while the establishment of vigorous
pastures, preferably of perennial species, and the
regular and systematic grazing of stock, have
been successful in eradicating the species in
certain areas.
EARLY RECOGNITION IS IMPORTANT
The early recognition of new weeds is of the
utmost importance in an agricultural district,
and prompt action by all concerned is the most
effective means of preventing the spread of a
newly introduced species. The first few plants
are readily destroyed, and early action may save
the expense of a large-scale eradication programme at some future date. I n this connection
it is interesting to quote the words of a former
Queensland Government Botanist (Mr. P. M.
Bailey) in relation to Noogoora Burr: "I remember the day when £50 would have stamped it out
in my colony. Now it would take untold wealth
to do it." It is in the hope t h a t this State will
be spared such conditions, t h a t this report is
submitted as a warning to farmers in the Bunbury district to be constantly on the look-out
for this plant.
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Increased steel supplies and improved
plant are now producing the greatest
tonnages of Lysaght Galvanized Iron in
the Company's history. The movement
of these large tonnages remains a difficulty
in distribution and some time must elapse
before the benefit of improved supply is
felt throughout the country.
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